Curriculum Review Committee Summary – 11/15//05

The CRC met at 3pm, Tuesday, November 15, 2005.  The following committee members were present:


Tracey Robinson – SEGS


Rob Benson – SMT

Donna Stout - TED


Mary Walsh – Library


Sandra Starnaman – Extended Studies


Margaret Doell (Chair) – A & L

Absent: Gerry Corning - Business

The committee proceeded to review curricular changes in: Science, Geology, Biology,  Math, Computer Science, Chemistry, EPLS, Music, English, Women’s Studies and Journalism. The following recommendations were made:

1)  Changes of course descriptions, numbers, etc for the following Journalism courses:

· JOUR 290 Applied Communications to JOUR 290 Radio Practicum

· JOUR 297 Applied Journalism to JOUR 297 Newspaper Practicum

· JOUR 346 Digital Still & Video Photography to JOUR 346 Photojournalism

· JOUR 390 Advanced Applied Broadcasting to JOUR 390 Advanced Radio Practicum

· JOUR 396 Advanced Applied Journalism to JOUR 397 Advanced Newspaper Practicum

· JOUR 370 Magazine Editing and Production to JOUR 370 Newspaper & Magazine Editing

The addition of the following new Journalism course:

· JOUR 385 Broadcast News

The deletion of the following Journalism course:

· JOUR 296 Editing & Desktop Publishing

2)  The following changes to English were approved:

· Deletion of ENG 099 Basic Writing (to be replaced by ID 099)

· Previously submitted changes to the course description of ENG 099 were  and the writing placement policy were not reviewed as the approval of ID 095 and ID 099 made them obsolete.

· The creation of new courses ENG 328 Creative Non-Fiction, ENG 358 Bible as Literature & ENG375 Chicano Literature was approved provided they are upper division electives.  Since no degree plan was submitted and the net change in credits was nil the CRC assumed this was the case.

NOTE:  The English placement policy will need to be adjusted and restated to reflect how students will be placed in the new developmental courses ID 095 and ID 099.  Since these courses are intended to function in an integrated way over the course of two semesters rewording by replacing prefixes with ID will not be sufficient.  New wording should be established by the Director of FYEE in collaboration with the departments currently delivering the developmental classes.

3)  Changes in the Women’s Studies Minor were approved.  This involved making the only specifically Women’s Studies class, WS 201 Introduction to Women’s Studies, a required class.  While this was the case previously, catalog wording made it unclear.

4)  Changes to the Institutional Syllabi for the Music Composition Emphasis were approved as they had clarified pre-reqs. and course descriptions as requested by the CRC.  These newly approved courses are:  MUS 242, 243, 342, 343, 375, 444. Catalog cleanup deletion of MUS 370 because of a previous re-numbering was also approved.

5)  Deletion of EPLS 111 Issues in Wellness was approved as this course is no longer part of any gen. ed. or major requirements.  Deletion of all courses for the Ahtletic Training emphasis was approved since this emphasis is no longer offered.  These courses were:  EPLS148, 202, 255, 300L, 303, 308, 316L, 317L, 355, 356, 401, 402 450L.

6)  The change of title from SPAN 310 Southwest & Standard Spanish to SPAN 310 Southwest Spanish was approved.

7)  The addition of CHEM476 Molecular Biology was approved.  This is a crosslist with Biology and will eliminate the complications brought about because of differing pre-reqs. for Biology and Bio-Chemistry degrees.

8)  The following changes to CSCI were approved:

· The addition of CSCI 200 Discrete Concepts.  This replaces MATH 200 which did not serve the needs of CSCI or MATh majors.

· The deletion of CSCI 400 and addition of CSCI 301 and CSCI 302.  This adds 1 credit to the degree track but allows students a more intensive, real-life experience of software development and implementation.

· The deletion of CSCI 309 to be replaced by new course CSCI 445 Architectures for Networking and Communication.

· The addition of MATH 250 Introduction to Mathematical Thought to the CSCI degree track was approved.  While this, together with the additional credit from the addition of CSCI 301 & 302 brings the total requirements for the degree, including general education, to 98, it is Stillwell within 120 hours.

9)  The following changes to the Math curriculum were approved:

· The addition of MATH 250 Introduction to Mathematical Thought, which serves as an introduction to writing math proofs.  Lack of such a course has been a hindrance to students success in upper level math courses.

· The addition of MATH 430 Complex Analysis, also fills a hole in the curriculum and will be an upper division elective in Math.

· Pre-req. changes for MATH 140 from “none” to ACT Math of 19 or higher, OR Accuplacer Math score of 85 or higher OR MATH 099 minimum grade ‘C’.

· Deletion of MATH 200 Discrete Mathematics, MATH 380 Discrete Mathematics II, MATH 415 Mathematical Modeling and Applications.

· Changes to the BA Mathematics degree track that move some previously required courses to Math electives, delete some classes, specify only certain options for Gen Ed science, and add support courses in English.  The net change in total credits including Gen Ed is +1, and is still well under 120 hours.

· Changes to the BA in Mathematics Secondary Licensure which amount to the addition of a Middle School emphasis were endorsed by the CRC as a forward looking approach to meeting the needs of rural schools in math education.   The degree will prepare students to teach middle school level math, although they will get secondary licensure.  Students will also be reasonably prepared to teach high school math, and will certainly be better prepared than they would be as “highly qualified” under NCLB’s required 24 hours in a content area.  NOTE:  The CRC and the Math faculty recognize that this program can only be implemented if CCHE and CDE also endorse it, and that transferability to other states is unlikely.  This should be made clear to students pursuing the degree,

· Changes to BA in Mathematics Secondary licensure align the required coursework with the revamped BA in Mathematics, plus Teacher Education courses, and recommend elective Math credits.  Changes align with state expectations for secondary teachers.

10)  The following changes were approved for Biology & Earth Science:

· Change of course number from BIOL 182 Microbiology for Non-Majors to BIOL 215 Microbiology for Non-Majors.   This change assists transferability and pre-requisite confusion for the Nursing program.

· Change of course number from GEOL 338 Petrology to GEOL 334 Petrology; change of credit hours and number from GEOL 339 Petrology (5 credits) to GEOL 336 Optical Petrology (1 credit).  These changes eliminate confusion over whether the course is required for the BA or BS degree.

11)  The following changes in Science were approved:

· The deletion of SCI 100 Review Math for College Science.

· The CRC strongly endorsed the proposal to establish a degree in Interdisciplinary Studies – General Science Secondary teacher Licensure.  Like the Middle School math proposal this degree aligns with ASC’s mission as a REP.  The degree prepares secondary science teachers with a knowledge base in all areas of science such as is needed in most rural schools.  The degree  is 125 hours, however if approval by CCHE and CDE can be attained the CRC believes the degree will result in better prepared high school science teachers. NOTE:  Endorsement by CCHE and CDE will be necessary to implement this program on campus.

The CRC meeting adjourned at 4:40 pm and the committee will not meet again this semester.

