Curriculum Review Committee Summary – 11/01/05

The CRC met at 3pm, Tuesday, November 1, 2005.  The following committee members were present:


Tracey Robinson – SEGS


Rob Benson – SMT

Donna Stout - TED


Mary Walsh – Library


Margaret Doell (Chair) – A & L


Sandra Starnaman – Extended Studies


Jerry Corning – Business

The committee proceeded to review curricular changes in: Foreign Languages (Spanish),  ETCFL, Chemistry, Physics, Earth Sciences, FYEE & Emerging Scholars Program, and Music.  The following recommendations were made:

1)  The MUSIC proposal to add an emphasis in composition was approved provided there are minimal increased costs to the Music programs overall as a result.   The CRC was assured that at this time an additional overload for the Theory professor or an adjunct position would maximum extent of increased costs.   The overload would be in keeping with the loads of all music faculty. The composition emphasis shares many courses with the Music Liberal Arts emphasis.  New courses are a sequence of Music Composition classes (MUS 242, 243, 342,344), Computer Music class (MUS 375), and a Senior Project – Composition (MUS 444).  CRC recommends modifications be made to the Institutional Syllabi for the Composition sequence that more accurately reflects the expectations for each class.  Pre-reqs. also need to be clarified.

2)  The proposal for the Emerging Scholars  Program was discussed and endorsed by the CRC.  The committee had some questions as to logistics.  MS. Cunningham explained that students identified as developmental would be restricted to admittance to the AA program.  This will assist in monitoring students and ensuring that students enroll in appropriate classes.  The CRC felt the proposal’s emphasis on a systematic, collaborative and integrated approach to developmental courses was an excellent approach.  Minimal additional costs are expected beyond possible increases to the tutoring budget.  The MATH sequence will remain the same.  EDRD095 and ENG099 will be replaced by ID0110 College Reading & Writing I and ID011 College Reading & Writing II.  Also added are courses ID110 Connections and ID111 LINCS.  Both are courses that are being taught this semester.  FIG students will be required to enroll in these courses along with developmental students.

3)  Program changes in the BA Physical Geography & Natural Resources Management were approved.  These changes were the result of consultations with 2 physical geographers and align the program better with other such programs.  Changes involve the addition of the following courses: GEOG 101 Weather, Climate & Vegetation, GEOG 212 Natural Resource Management on Public Lands, GEOG 307 Bigeography, GEOG 311 Climatology, GEOG 407 Vegetation Analysis, GEOG 404 Biogeography of the Rocky Mountains, GEOG 411 Mountain Geography, GEOG 420 Remote Sensing, GEOG 421 Glacial & Periglacial Geography, GEOG 440 Senior Capstone in Geography.  The following courses have been deleted from the program:  GEOG 210 Introduction to Planning & Principles of Land Use, GEOG 305 Urban & Economic Geography, GEOG 350 Field Techniques in Physical Geography, GEOG 360 Cultural Geography, GEOG 401 Spatial Analysis & Resource Planning, GEOG 410 Resource Planning/Community Project.  The number of credits in the major drops from 57 to 55 credits.  Implementation of these changes will not only make the program align better with ther such programs but also facilitate staffing and scheduling.

4)  The following changes to Chemistry and Physics were approved:

· CHEM 424 Advanced Organic Chemistry was added.  This course was previously taught as a topics class.  It will be offered periodically as an upper division chemistry elective.

· PHYS 225 College Physics I and PHYS 226 College Physics II were added.  They combine lecture and lab and replace PHYS 221, 222, 223 and 224 which will be deleted.

· PHYS 102 will be changed from Applied Science Techniques to Introduction to Engineering Design.  It will also change from 1 credit to 2 credits.  The changes are geared at meeting the needs of pre-engineering students by strengthening their engagement in the design process and ensuring enough time to complete project work.  It will also smooth transferability issues.

· The following chemistry courses were deleted as they were demmed unnecessary for chemistry students: CHEM 390 Research in Chemistry, CHEM 481 Chemistry Seminar, CHEM 446 Polymer Chemistry Laboratory.

· PHYS 246 was deleted as it is not required by any program and is not taught.

5)  Discussion of ETCFL changes to the Communications emphasis was tabled as there were significant inconsistencies from one form to the next.

6)  The following changes to the Spanish program were approved:

· The Change in title and number from SPAN 301 Advanced Grammar & Composition I to SPAN 350 Advanced Grammar and Composition

· The change from SPAN 313 Conversation and Composition I to Conversation & Composition.

· Deletion of SPAN 330 Hispanic Folklore of the Southwest

· Changes to the degree track in Spanish Liberal Arts & Spanish – Secondary Education.  Note that in the liberal arts degree track the change to SPAN 310 was not made and should be.

7)  The change in title and course description of SPAN 310 Southwest & Standard Spanish to Southwest Spanish was tabled because no Institutional Syllabus was provided and the committee was uncertain of course content and language of instruction.

The next CRC meeting will be Nov. 15 @3pm in ART 228.

